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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 


Director of the U.S. Patent 

and Trademark Office 
Box Response 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action dated August 14, 2002, applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration in view of the following comments. 


The Examiner has rejected claims 1-6 and 10-15 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Thompson et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,734,255. In addition, claims 7-9 and 16-24 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Thompson et al. '255 
in view of Nyenya, U.S. Patent No. 5,278,771. As hereinafter described, it is believed that the 
claims, as they presently stand, define over the cited references and reconsideration of the 
Examiner's rejections is respectfully requested. 
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Claim 1 defines a controller for controlling one or more generator sets connectable to a 
load. Each generator set has the ability to be started and stopped and includes a generator 
communications link for connecting the generator set to a network. Each generator set also 
includes an engine and a generator driven by the engine which generates AC power having a 
magnitude and a power factor and AC voltage having a magnitude and frequency. The controller 
includes a user interface for allowing the user to select a generator set and to set values for 
various predetermined operating parameters of the selected generator set. A communication link 
is connectable to the network for transmitting the user set values of the predetermined operating 
parameters to the selected generator set. As hereinafter described, none of the cited references 
show or suggest providing a user interface for transmitting user set values for a generator set over 
a network to the generator set. As such, it is believed that independent claim 1 defines over the 
cited reference and passage to allowance is respectfully requested. 

The Thompson et al. '255 patent is directed towards a system for providing electrical 
power to a remote communities that are distributed over an extended geographical area. The 
system includes a generating station that is in electronic communication with a central computer. 
The generating station includes a plurality of generators controlled by a microprocessor-based 
controller. However, contrary to the Examiner's suggestion, Thompson et al. '255 patent does ~1 
not show or suggest a user interface that allows a r emote user to select a gener ator set; to set f 


values for various predetermined operating parameters of the selected generator set; and to - J 
transmit those user selected values to the generator set over the network 

Referring to Column 8, lines 35-58 of the Thompson et al. 255 patent, it states that the 
controller 64 of the system is arranged to monitor various parameters and malfunction warning 
for the generators of the system. These parameters and malfunction warnings may be transmitted 
to a central computer where the parameters and malfunction warnings may be continually 
monitored at a remote location. If a potentially catastrophic malfunction can be anticipated from 
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such warnings, personnel can be dispatched to rectify the conditions threatening the malfunction 
before it occurs. Hence, unlike the controller of independent claim 1, the system disclosed in the 
Thompson et al. '255 patent does not include a user interface that allows to set and a user to 
transmit the values of various operating parameters to a selected generator set over a network, 
(underlining added) The system disclosed in the Thompson et al. '255 patent merely allows a 
remote user to monitor various parameters on the generators. If the system of the Thompson et 
al. '255 patent would suggest two way communication as required by independent claim 1, the 
system would not contemplate the dispatching of personnel to rectify warning conditions of the 
generators of the system. 

In view of the foregoing, it is believed that independent claim 1 defines over the cited 
reference and passage to allowance is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-9 depend either directly or indirectly from independent claim 1 and further 
define a controller not shown or suggested in the prior art. By way of example, claims 3 and 5-9 
define various aspects of the user interface. For example, claims 3, 5-6 and 8-9 define various 
screens which may be accessed through the user interface. Such screens are not shown or 
suggested in the Thompson et al. '255 patent. Further, nothing in the cited Nyenya '771 patent 
shows or suggests providing various screens for the user interface of the controller of the present 
invention. As such, it is believed that claims 2-9 are allowable as depending from an allowable 
base claim and in view of the subject matter of each claim. 

Referring to Fig. 10, a power generator system is defined for providing electrical power. 
The power generator system includes at least one generator set, a user interface for allowing a 
user to select a generator set and to set values for various predetermined operating parameters of 
the selected generator set, and a system communication link connectable to a network for 
allowing the user set values of the predetermined operating parameters to be transferred to the 
generator control of the selected generator sets. 
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As heretofore described with respect to independent claim 1, none of the cited references 
show or suggest a user interface that allows a user to select a generator set, to select values for 
various operating parameters of the selected generator set, and to transmit those user set values of 
the predetermined operating parameters to the generator control of the selected generator set over 
the network. As such, it is believed that independent claim 10 defines over the cited reference, 
and passage to allowance is respectfully requested. 

Claims 11-18 depend from claim 10 and further define a power generation system not 
shown or suggested in the cited references. It is believed that claims 1 1-18 are allowable as 
depending from an allowable base claim and in view of the subject matter of each claim. 

Claim 19 defines a method of managing the distribution of electrical power. The method 
includes the step of interconnecting at least one generator set to a load and to a network. Each 
generator set has the ability to start and stop. A generator set is selected and various 
predetermined operating parameters of the selected generator set are set. The settings of the 
predetermined operating parameters are transmitted over the network to the selected generator 
set. 

As heretofore described with respect to independent claims 1 and 10, nothing in the cited 
reference shows or suggests the settings of various operating parameters of a generator at a 
remote location and transmitting the setting of the predetermined operating parameters over a 
network to a selected generator set. The suggestion of such methodology is entirely absent from 
the Thompson et al. '255 reference and the Nyenya '771 patent. As such, it is believed that 
independent claim 19 defines over the cited references, and passage to allowance is respectfully 
requested. 
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Claims 20-24 further define a method of managing the distribution of the electrical power 
that is not shown or suggested in the prior art. It is believed that claims 20-24 are allowable as 
depending from an allowable base claim and in view of the subject matter of each claim. 

Applicant believes that the present application with claims 1-24 is in proper form for 
allowance and such action is earnestly solicited. 
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